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IBC 2000.

What does it mean?

IBC stands for the International
Building Code. 2000 is the year that it
was approved. This is the building
code that is standardizing construction
in the United States. I do not see any
international connection but I will not
second guess the thinking of the
government.

Previously, construction was
regulated by several other codes. In
PA we were using the BOCA code and
even though all of PA was using the
same code, different townships
adapted different revisions. Example:
BOCA 1993, BOCA 1996, BOCA
1999. Different parts of the country
use different codes. Some states had
their own code. Each code had a
different solution to the same
circumstances.

The first draft of the new IBC
was created in 1997 by representatives
of BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI. These
are some of the prior agencies
governing construction. The code was
a blend of the prior codes lessening
standards in some areas and tightening
standards in others to provide a
compromise or blending of the existing
codes. An example is the wind load in
BOCA's code in Lancaster County was
71 MPH and it will be 90 MPH as a
result of the new code.

States and townships have been
adopting this code as they are

able to enforce and implement them.
Maryland, Delaware and other states
have been using this code for a few
years now. Pennsylvania originally
said that they would make it
mandatory that all townships adapt it
by January 2000. The date was
delayed a few times and the latest
implementation date is mid 2003. A
few townships and municipalities have
already adapted the code. While
discussing the issue of IBC 2000 with
John Watkins of Watkins Architect,
John said, "The code is to be enforced
on a local level unless the local
authorities opt out and give the state
control." The plan is to help the
townships and municipalities which do
not have inspectors to enforce the
code.

In the past local authorities
were responsible for enforcing the
BOCA Code and the state was
responsible for Labor & Industry
review. John Watkin's comment to
this was, "When IBC 2000 is
implemented Labor & Industry will be
eliminated. The township or the state
will have responsibilities for enforcing
IBC 2000 depending on the local
decisions, but not both." In the past
some of the same ground was covered
by the two agencies and sometimes the
codes differed.

The new code will require additional
inspectors and procedures. For
example soil compaction testing will
be required where many townships

do not currently require soil testing.
Engineered drawings for heating,
plumbing and electrical systems will be
submitted before a permit is issued.
These are not required by most
municipalities now and many smaller
projects are done without them. This
means to the owner that the cost of
the project can be increased and the
length of time to complete the project
will be lengthened. I anticipate a
bottle neck in the mechanical
engineering industry as a result of this
new demand.

Codes are necessary and
standardization is good. The bottom
line for the owner is you need to allow
more time for development and have
patience with regulating agencies as we
learn the new processes together. We
are in a changing world and those who
embrace change will prosper. At
Martin Construction we can help you
work through the process of developing
your project and complying with codes,
as well as constructing it.
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